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already naked emperors of our mental
and vital egos, and allow the psychic
being to preside over our separate
unfoldments. And it will be an unerring
guide in all the adventures to come.
For it has an infallible intuition of the
secret Truth in all things.

A Temple in Sri Lanka
A striking illustration, known to very
few in a small comer of India (such
things are never reported in the modem
media) might be cited. One of the most
violent places in the world today is the
north-eastern part of Sri Lanka. Tamil
revolutionaries and Sinhalese burn
down each other’s villages amid
killings galore. The awful carnage has
been going on for a long time now.

Imagine a little temple on the
borders of a jungle which straddles
these murderous trails. It is a temple to
the Mother Kali, one of the aspects of
the Great Shakti. A temple tended by a
very silent, smiling little man, always
arranging jungle blooms to offer at the
Mother’s feet.

But the killing hordes, whether
Tamils or Sinhalese, spare the man. In
fact, they make a little detour when
they see the temple and its smiling
keeper. Some of the killers even fold
their palms in a sudden gesture of
veneration as they pass or run by with
their rifles or knives.

One day somebody stopped, glared
at the smiling keeper, and asked : You,
how can you smile in the midst of all
this killing? Don’t you see what is hap-
pening? And for once, the silent,
smiling man spoke. But only three
words, in Tamil. “Veliye Nindru Par.”
They translate into four English words:
“Stand outside and see.”

Those familiar with the lore of
eastern tradition, whether Hindu or
Buddhist or Taoist, would immediately
know what he meant. Stand outside
yourself, outside your mind and the
passions of your heart, stand within
your soul, and see. Then, everything is
seen differently. The very same world,
but seen with different eyes. The
human caterpillar becomes the spiritual
butterfly.

It was this spiritual butterfly within
the human caterpillar which the Mother
sought to bring out in everybody who
approached Her. To all those who
asked Her how they could collaborate

in Her work, She gave essentially the
same answer, right to the end. In the
last but one darshan I had of Her, I too
asked Her the same question. And that
frail, white figure, with that incredible
golden glow on Her face, in that
quavering voice, barely audible, which
seemed to have crossed vast inter-
stellar distances, said : “In the individ-
ual, it is the psychic that represents the
Divine. Find it, and unite with it.”

The Crystal
About the collective sadhana to be
practised in Auroville, She said the
same thing : The first thing needed is
the inner discovery, to find out what
one truly is behind the social, moral,
cultural, racial and hereditary appear-
ances. At the centre  there is a being,
free and vast and knowing, who awaits
our discovery and who should become
the active centre of our being and our
life in Auroville.

. . . while a traveller
within us knows the
whole picture and all

the strings, all the
old and never-lost
encounters, the

uncompleted
gestures . . .

Just a few days ago, I recieved a
letter from somebody in Auroville.
From the way she began that letter, I
almost wept in recognition. “Devan,
the crystal has arrived,” were the
thrilled words. And a couple of days
later, I received the Mufrimundir
Newsletter, and read, under a picture of
the Crystal : The only one of its kind,
the largest glass crystal globe in the
world - beautiful, priceless, quietly
exciting like a great  mystical person.
Now it is here . . . welcomed warmly at
Madras Airport, it was passed through
customs in record time, loaded safely
into a van, driven by our statesmanlike
emissaries through the night towards
its destined home in Auroville.

Now it is here . . . on the morning of
April 27th it was hoisted in its special
container up to the Inner Room of
Matrimandir. It was ushered in with a

kind of automatic procession, as for a
king or some other very high dignitary.
In the silence, when the container was
opened, one had the feeling that
something momentous and profound
had happened, like an awakening.
Then everyone hopped up around the
edge of the container and each one in
turn looked down on the crystal
marvel. It is all still waiting there in the
room but now there is a plexiglass top
on the container so that the crystal is
visible to all. The wonderful atmos-
phere of the room becomes more
wonderful.

I also knew from that Newsletter
that I was not the only one who
experienced those magical lines from
Savitri which I quoted earlier :

. ..And from her raiment’s lustrous
mystery raised
One arm half-parted the eternal veil.
A light appeared still and imperish-
able.’

Often, I’ve found myself praying for
the early completion of Matrimandr. I
no longer pray, since I came across
what the Mother said, only some two
years before Her physical departure :
The Manimandir is directly under the
influence of the Divine and certainly
He arranges things better than we
could do ourselves.

And just a year earlier, in 1970 :

The Matrimandir will be the soul of
Auroville.
The sooner the soul is there, the
better it will be for everybody and
especially for Aurovillians.

That will be a great symbolic turning
point, when a strange inner and outer
acceleration will seize earth and men.

Japan
Probably as early as 1916, when
Mother was in Japan prior to perma-
nently rejoining Sri Aurobindo in India
in 1920, there were some who obtained
more than an inkling of the great and
fiery  Shakti that was in Her.

We lived together for a year,
recalled an elderly Japanese gentle-
man by the name of Ohkawa. We sat
together in meditation every night
for an hour. I practiced Zen and they











~Projects

Solar
Concentrating
Architectonics

The National Endowment for
the Arts (NEAtDesign Arts
Program recently awarded a
grant titled “Solar Concen-
trating Architectonics” to
Joel Goodman to study two,
solar two-axis tracking
concentrator mirror collectors, within
architectural form and structure. The
two solar concentrator configurations
are (1) a stationary spherical segment
reflector with tracking line’ focus
receiver (solar bowl), and (2) interior
heliostats, i.e. tracking primary
reflectors that focus into stationary
optical element receivers, within
glazed solariums. Bryan Walton
participated in the proposal, and is
planning to do the photography of
architectural models.

The origins of this study began in
Auroville. In 1982, a test solar bowl
collector was being constructed by
John Harper and team, and Joel was
asked about the architectural possibili-
ties for solar bowls. After beginning
studies in Auroville, Joel visited the
French Pericles solar bowl project at
CNRS-Marseille and met Dr. B.
Authier (project leader). The Pericles
bowl was being shipped to Recife,
Brazil. Joel became a research
associate and consultant to the
Crosbyton Solar Power Project, the US
Department of Energy funded solar
bowl project at Texas Tech University,
Lubbock, Texas.

The interior heliostats architectonics
originates from the solar optical vision
of Matrimandir. If this is a symbol of
future realizations, then what could be
the future realizations?

The NEA study will be for AUM
latitudes: however there will be related
studies for the Auroville Solar Bowl
Project. Recently, Gilles of CSR in
Auroville wrote expressing interest in
solar bowls for a new restaurant-cum-
laundry that is being planned.

A solar bowl concentrator roof
could be interesting for Auroville and

other south India sites because a clear
span roof-mirror support could be
economical for 0 degree inclination
apertures. Resolution of a key research
issue, of back-silvered glass mirror
segments adhered to cement panels is
required for project advance. If ferto-
cement panels are used, is the ion

exchange between silver, adhesive, and
cement compatible for the long life of
the investment?

If you interested in further informa-
tion, please contact Joel Goodman, RR
1, Box 193-A. Ridgeway, Wisconsin
53582 (583) 753-2523. Contributions
for a solar bowl mirror panel project
can be sent to AVI-USA.

Auroville Centre for Higher Education
This project seeks to create “After

School,” a centre that would supplement
the present Auroville education system.
It would allow older students to
continue their studies up to university
entrance standard within the Auroville
community, rather than forcing many of
them to seek education opportunities
elsewhere, as is the case now.

The project’s objectives are: (1) To
create within 3 years an integrated
learning centre for further education in
Auroville, including facilities for
private study, reference, audio-visual
aids, lectures, and tutorials; (2) To
provide within one year the opportunity
for 8-10 students to pursue further
educational studies under guidance in 4-
5 major disciplines; (3) To energize and
further enrich the present Last School
campus; (4)To attract, both from within
and outside Auroville, educators willing
to participate in a further education
programme in the unique environment
of Auroville; (5) To experiment with
and evolve educational approaches
appropriate to Auroville, while satisfy-
ing the highest academic standards.

The expertise necesary  to realize
such a project is available in Auroville.
The coordinator, Luc Gastmans, has
recently completeled his ‘A’ levels,
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during which he gained experience of
correspondence courses. He will be
assisted in running the centre by
experienced Auroville educators and
backed up by the Sri Aurovindo
Institute of Educational Research. A
number of teachers have already
offered to supervise higher educational
studies in English literature, French
literature, mathematics, computer
science, and philosophy. What is
required is suitable accommodation
and study materials.

At present, an incomplete building
is available on the Last School campus,
and it is intended to adapt and refurbish
it as a centre for higher educational
studies.

The fact that construction has begun
on the building has been received
enthusiastically in Auroville, and many
kids are looking forward to being able
to work there-It has also inspired a
young Aurovilian, now studying in
Kodaikanal, to complete his term there
and return to help set up the project.

If you wish further information or to
contribute in some way, contact Luc
Gastmans, Auroville Centre For Higher
Education, Bharat Nivas, Auroville
605 10 1, India or Collaboration
(802)869-2789.



~Auroville  Kindergarten

The monsoon is here! The children,
bright as flowers in their colorful
raincoats, cheer up the wet and muddy
garden despite the streaming rain.
Water, water everywhere. . . but not in
my classroom! Hoping this to be the
last time we have to renew the roof, we
had it done with keet (thatching) and
straw. This way it should last up to
five years or more, and by then we
should have a new building. The other
classrooms had to have new window-
panes and a bit of cement between the
tiles to make them waterproof.

On rainy days the darkness is still a
problem, as there are a lot of power
cuts, and we have to work by candle
light. But, as if to compensate for this
inconvenience, the coziness of the
classrooms invites the children to
really concentrate.

Lack of space in the Kindergarten
has become a major difficulty. The
Transition (elementary) school which

Boston Study Group
91 Kilmarnock Street

Boston, Ma 02215

Activites  in Boston by our group
seem to be on Wednesday evening. We
have a reading where each person
usually reads a page or two from
Savitri.

There are basically seven to
fourteen people who attend. Most
choose to read, although it is not
obligatory. After the reading we have
a twenty minute meditation that begins
with five minutes or so of Sunil’s
music, usually from Savitri, after
which we usually discuss various
aspects of Yoga. The group meets
about seven o’clock and breaks up
about eight-thirty or nine o’clock. We
also distribute some writings by Sri
Aurobindo and the Mother.

Eugene (Mickey) Finn

was built a few years ago, invited us to
use one of their rooms. One of our
teachers and nine children will move
there in November. In this way,
sufficient space for new children
awaiting admittance into the Kinder-
garten will be created.

Most of the children who leave are
seven years old. They know some
basics of reading, writing, and arithme-
tic, but not yet sufficient to join
Transition school fully. The school
day at Transition is an hour and a half
longer than in the Kindergarten, but for
the time being our nine will be given
special transport so they can have the
same school day as in the Kindergar-
ten. Going with their class teacher
should also give them support and
confidence for being among the older
children. They themselves like the
idea very much, and we hope this
support will make up for their imma-
turity.

It is always a guess how many new
children will need to join the Kinder-

~Center News

~Matagiri Sri Aurobindo
Center

HC 1, Box 98
Mt. nemper,  NY 12457

(914) 679-8322

Matagiri has had numerous visitors
in the last few months. On August 15,
the Pate1 family from Philadelphia
visited and brought a sumptuous Indian
lunch which they shared with us as
well as with two other visitors, Helen
Lee her son Todd from Connecticut.
Our celebration of Sri aurobindo’s
birthday was actually held on August
17, and 30 people attended, among
them Sam Gorbaty from Russia who
now lives in New York City (he
returned to the city the day of the
abortive russian  coup). In this connec-
tion , we have received several letters
from people in Russia requesting
information about Sri Aurobindo and
Auroville.

garten in the coming year, as the
number of children from newcomers
and returning Aurovilians are not to be
foreseen. Auroville’s population is
growing slowly but steadily, and with
intermediate jolts that do burst the
narrow seams of our improvised
Kindergarten buildings. A new
Kindergarten is unavoidable, necessary
to house and educate those small
Aurovilians coming from each and
every comer of this globe.

The Foundation For World Educa-
tion expressed the desire to grant seed
money towards the building of a new
Kindergarten. We express gratitude
for this, and we hope that their initia-
tive will be followed by many people
in the USA. If you would like to help,
please do so and send your cheque to
AVI-USA where more information on
this project is available.

Miriam Eckelmann
Certitude-Auroville
605101-Tamil  Nadu-India

Kailas and Richard from the Sri
Aurobindo Ashram paid us a second
visit, and presented their slide show in
flowers and their meaning in Wood-
stock.

Other recent visitors were Cliff and
Akiko Gibson from Japan (Cliff is a
former resident of Matagiri); Rusty
Selhorst from North Carolina; Dana
Wells and his family from New
Hampshire; Hadassah Haskale  from
Israel; and Renu and Neeti Ray and
their daughter from Canada (they have
recently established a center there).
Georges Dandrimont from France
spent two weeks with us and helped us
double the size of our gift shop, which
sells the handmade paper from the
Ashram and marbled silks as well as
other items.

Mr. and Mrs. V. Subbarao of the
State Bank of India in New York paid
us avisit  and were shown our bookstore
and library. Professor Vimala Devi
also visited and showed some of the
herbal health-care products she had
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